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NANKING SEMINARY CREED 


Most of the speeches at the Peking Conference, as reported in the September 3 Tien Feng, 
parrot rather monotonously the ideas of Y, T. Wu’s address, This is particularly true of Wu Yi- 
fang and Bishop Kaung, from whom we might have expected more originality, President Ting 
Kuang-hsin of Nanking Union Theological Seminary however has something of interest to say 


~ about the Creed adopted by the united seminary at the time of its organization two and a half 


years ago, The Creed consists of the following four articles; 


1, All Scripture is inspired by God, It includes everything necessary for salvation, and is 
the basis of the believer’s creed and the standard of his actions, 


2. The one God is the origin of all things and the Father of mankind, full of justice and 
love, 


OG 3. Jesus Christ is the Son of God who to save men became flesh and was crucified, and rose 
a 


gain to become the head of the church and the Saviour of the whole world, 


4. The Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity, works regeneration and sanctification, 
and in the church gives believers every kind of spiritual grace, 


He goes on to say, **Some will say that this Creed is not consistently worked out, In Arti- 
cle I we speak of Shen (God), and in Article 2 of Shangti, We know that, but that is in ac- 
cordance with our principle of mutual toleration, Some of our fellow-workers prefer to say 
Shen and some prefer to say Shangti, In this Creed we say that your Shangti is my Shen, and 
my Shen is your Shangti, for we have but one Lord, and He is Lord of us all, It is not necessary 


for us all to use the same name, 


‘Others will object that we have left this or that out. Of course we could not include 
everything, but what of it? In the first article we say that all Scripture is inspired by God, and 
that statement covers a great deal of territory, Whatever the Bible lays great stress on, we do 
too; if it lays but little stress on a matter, we do too; and what it doesn’t mention we don’t 


either. 


**These four articles were not just hastily thrown together by a small committee of the 
faculty, They went through extended and lively discussion by the Board of Managers, and were 
then adopted unanimously, This is worth noting, for in the 2,000 years of church history the 
discussion of creeds has easily led to division and quarreling, But in the New China there is no 


power great enough to prevent us from expressing our unity, 


“*The members of our faculty have of course each one their individual theological view- 
point, but along with that they have the common faith that we should be united, And now that 
we are united, no one’s faith has been weakened thereby, but on the contrary we have each been 
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enriched by the other’s faith, so that we cannot but give thanks to God, Who is the author of 
every good gift." © 


T. _WU’S REPORT (concluded) 


ae Under the principle of mutual respect, study the work of self-propagation, get rid of 
imperialistic poison, and preach the true gospel, 


The poisonous thought spread abroad by imperialism has covered up the true light of the 
gospel and is quite incompatible with the truth of the gospel, We are convinced that God has a 
special mission for the Chinese church of today, namely to get rid of imperialistic poison and 
preach the true gospel, We propose that a Committee on Self-propagation be set up, on the 
one hand to criticize imperialistic poison, and on the other with mutual respect to seek out 
Biblical light and truth, encourage publications concerned with the pure gospel, assist Nanking 
and Yenching seminaries in preparing more preachers, and where necessary conduct retreats for 
church workers, 


Gare = a 


(7) In the spirit of love-country love-church promote patriotism and law observance, and 
thus purify the church, 


Since the draft of the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China has guaranteed religious 
liberty, we Christians should prize this liberty very highly. Without question there are still some 
people in the Chinese Christian Church who under the name of Christianity overturn right and 
wrong, spread rumors and carry on activities helpful to imperialism, This is not only something 
which the Chinese people cannot tolerate, but is also contrary to the teachings of the Bible and 
a harm to the church, There are also some people who use religious activities to deceive people, 
create confusion, harm the faith of Christians and bring about unhealthy conditions within the 
church, All patriotic Christians are opposed to this, The constitutional guarantee of religious 
liberty is not a thing separate from the rest of the constitution; no one may carry on illegal 
activities under the pretext of religious liberty, We Christians must obey the Constitution and 
law, preserve public order, uphold social morality, distinguish between right and wrong, good 
and bad, and go still further in getting rid of the evil influence of imperialism and the old ode) 


i 
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If only we will be patriotic and law-abiding, the government under the guarantee of reli- 
gious liberty will protect the church, its lawful activities and its proper interests, As to those 
churches which are still in difficulties, we will continue in accordance with the concrete situ- 


ation to mediate between the churches concerned and the organs of government and work for a Cc 

satisfactory settlement, The solution of these difficulties will help the whole church to a more 

prosperous development on the basis of the Three-self Patriotic Movement, Cc 
The above proposals are for the purpose of purifying and conforming the church, and of 

making a good witness to the gospel of Christ. They are interrelated and cannot be separated; Fi 

to carry them all out will be to love church and love country, and make progress in the work of $ 

the Three-self Patriotic Movement, | th 


Fellow-Christians, it is our duty to preach the gospel and lead men to Christ, of that there 
can be no doubt, But we believe that the church cannot carry out this commission from God N 
until it has achieved self-government, self-support and self-propagation, It is the clear duty of 
the church first of all to be the church, the dwelling of the Lord, spreading abroad the fragrance 
of holiness and love to God and man, Every effort to carry out this program will be an effective C 
witness to the gospel, for these efforts cannot but change people's attitude toward the church and 
the gospel, The Bible lays great stress upon the witness of everyday living, and the Lord Jesus 
himself has said, ‘*Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and 
glorify your father which is in heaven,"* So it is the duty of every Christian who loves country 
and church to purify the church by means of the Three-self Movement, fc 


The Three-self Patriotic Movement is a movement of the whole body of Chinese Christians, 
it is the unity of all Christians to express their love for country and church, Every church and 
denomination, even though with different creeds, should unite on the platform of loving country 
and church and give their utmost effort to the work of the Three-self Patriotic Movement, © 
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Fellow-Christians, it is a difficult task that lies before us; all the Christians of the country 
p) re Jooking to us with great urgency, Let us dedicate ourselves to the Lord, to serve Him and 
His church in holiness and righteousness without fear all our days, We are convinced that by the 
grace of God, and with the prayers and cooperation of our brothers and sisters in the faith, we 
shall certainly victoriously accomplish our task, 


FIFTY YEARS IN CHINA 


The Memoirs of John | Leighton Stuart, Missionary and Ambassador, have been published by 
Random House ($5.00) under the above title, There is a prefatory note by General Marshall, 
and an introduction by Dr, Hu Shih, The book has already been widely reviewed in the secular 
press, which naturally pays chief attention to Dr, Stuart's later years as ambassador rather than 
to his missionary work, From the standpoint of our readers ihe later period is but an epilogue to 
his distinguished career as educator, first as professor of New Testament in Nanking Theological 
Seminary, and then as founder and president of Yenching University, But it must be confessed 
that, whether because of the insistence of his publishers or because of the exciting nature of the 
events of the later years, the epilogue has crowded what is for us the main story pretty much 
out of the picture, Only two chapters are given specifically to his work at Yenching, Chapter 
4, *“*Yenching University - A Dream that Came True”’ and 5, ‘‘Personal Experiences of Yenching 
Days*’, and the result is a disappointingly casual and summary account of his educational 
achievements, But even with that qualification, the book is of very real interest to all old 
China hands, The story of his early days as a **missionary kid’’, when he had to put on Chinese 
clothes and go around with his parents visiting churches in Alabama and sing in Chinese, ‘*Jesus 
loves me, this I know’’, his college and seminary days, his early career in Hangchow and 
Nanking, - all of this is very interestingly told, Although he began his work in the Southern 
Presbyterian Mission as an evangelistic missionary, he was not very sympathetic with the 
evangelistic methods of the day, and it evidently was a relief to him when he was transferred 
into educational work, He says, ‘*‘Whether or not I could have spent my life happily and success- 
fully as a typical ‘evangelistic missionary’ is a question about which I have more than once 
whimsically speculated,** This does not mean that he ever abandoned his missionary idealism, 
the last chapter, ‘‘Reflections in Retirement’’, one of the best chapters of the book, he says, 


) faa Christ is as sublimely satisfying to me in my oid age as he was in my youth... I believe 
be 


iat the more Christians there are and the more closely patterned are their lives to Christ, the 
tter will be the world and the happier will be the lot of men, of nations and of all mankind,*’ 


This book is ‘*must’’ reading for all those who have a concern for China and the Chinese 
church, 


CHINA MEDICAL BOARD 


The China Medical Board is continuing grants of the nature reported in this Bulletin last 
February, The appropriations made during the fiscal year which ended June 30, 1954, included 
$125,000 to the University of Indonesia Medical School, $147,500 for visiting professorships in 
the Far East, and $1 30,000 for fellowships to Far Eastern students, The total appropriations for 


the year for medical work totalled $636,500, 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Rev, A, H, Birkel, formerly Presbyterian missionary in Changsha, now retired and living in 
California, was married to Mrs, Benjamin Negris on December 29, 


G. W. Groff, formerly of Lingnan University, died at his home in Florida early in December, 


Rev, Woodford Taylor, one of the founders of the National Holiness Missionary Society, and 
for forty years missionary of that society in Shantung and Hopei, died at his home in Oregon on 


October 24, 1954. 


A Roman Catholic missionary, Rev, Tarcisia Martina (Italian), who had been sentenced to 
life imprisonment in 1951 on a charge of plotting to kill Mao Tse-tung, was freed and arrived 


Q* Kong on December 26, 
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